


A TREATISE ON 

fufficient intereft till the principal was difcharged, which would 
diminifh every year. 

If by either of thefe modes, or any better which can be devifed, 
I fuppofe the firft two hundred miles of canal to be formed, the 
trade will be more in proportion to the length than on the firft fixty 
miles before eftimated ; becaufe, being more remote from the 
metropolis, the interior inhabitants will be neceffitated to fly to the 
canal, the tonnage will alfo be greater ; therefore, if I allow on 
the two hundred miles one hundred tons per day, to be navigated 
at twenty fhillings per ton for the whole length, or in propor- 
tion for a fhorter diftance, the annual produce would be 2 8,oool.j 
and having arrived at fuch annual income, canals would proceed 
with difpatch, and progreflively increafe, both in riches and ex- 
tenfion ; each year the pro duce of tonnage would incr eafe, and 
each year a greater length of canal might be conftructed. 


Therefore, if I proceed with this progreflive and creative fyftem, 
till a canal reached Fort-Pit, which, with fome bends, I will call 
three hundred and fixty miles ; the country, which fuch canal 
would accommodate, would widen as it was more remote from 
Philadelphia. For inftance, the man who lived twenty miles from 
Philadelphia, might convey his goods feven to the canal ; the man 
at forty miles diftance might go fourteen or fifteen to the canal ; 
at fixty miles, twenty to the canal ; and fo on, till at the extremity 
of three hundred and fixty miles, they probably would go fifty 
on each fide to the canal ; hence, if I average the whole, fuch 
canal may be faid to accommodate a country three hundred and 
fixty miles long, fifty miles wide; on which the tonnage muft 
new be regulated'. 
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The man who refides twenty miles from Philadelphia, and feven 
from the canal, fhould he convey a ton of goods by land, it would 
be worth at leaft fifteen fhillings, as it would employ a man and 
two horfes two days*. 

s . 

The carriage to the canal, feven miles in like 

proportion, - 5 

Carriage on the canal, - 4 

Total, 9 

Thus the faving would be fix fhillings, and the tonnage fhould 
increafe to a certain fum on the firft hundred miles of canal, 
keeping much within the limits of land-carriage ; then decreafe as 
the boating increafed, in order to draw the trade of the back 
country into the canal. 

The expence of boating a ton twenty miles will be as follows : 
a man, boy, and horfe, will convey forty tons twenty miles for 
ten fhillings, which is three-pence per ton for twenty miles; 
but to allow contingencies, fay four-pence per ton, for boating 
twenty miles ; the tonnage and boating on the three hundred and 
fixty miles fhould then be regulated, perhaps, in the following 
order. 


* The Englifti reader, who may look over this chapter, may perhaps be furprifed at 
bating the land-carriage of America fo low. But as I do not know the average expence of 
that country, I eftimate it low in order to give it every advantage, in a comparative view, 
with the canal. In England, it would coft at leaft one guinea, with all the advantage of 
good turnpike roads. 
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